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REPORT to the MAYOR and MEMBERS of the CITY COUNCIL
From the CITY MANAGER
DATE:

April 27, 2021

SUBJECT:

Consideration of a Resolution Authorizing the Filing of a Grant Application
for Local Early Action Planning Grant Program (LEAP) Funds for 1)
Completion of an Update to the Downtown Village Specific Plan and 2)
Completion of an Update to the City's Housing Element; Accepting and
Appropriating Funds for Each of the Projects if Awarded; and Appointing
the City Manager, or Designee, to Execute All Agreements and Any
Amendments

ISSUING DEPT.: Community Development
SUMMARY:
Issues:
Should the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing a grant application for Local
Early Action Planning (LEAP) Grant funds for 1) completion of an update to the
Downtown Village Specific Plan and 2) completion of an update to the City's
Housing Element; accepting and appropriating funds if awarded; and appointing the
City Manager, or designee, to execute all agreements and any amendments?
Recommendation:
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the resolution authorizing the grant
application for 1) completion of an update to the Downtown Village Specific Plan and
2) completion of an update to the City's Housing Element; accept and appropriate
funds if awarded; and appoint the City Manager, or designee, to execute all
agreements and any amendments.
Fiscal Impact:
The City is requesting $300,000 in LEAP Grant Funds for the total estimated cost for
the projects. If the actual amount of the grant award is less than the amount
estimated, the project budget will be adjusted to equal the actual amount awarded.
No General Fund money will be used.
City's Strategic Goals:
•

Revitalize neighborhoods and corridors
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•

Ensure safe and affordable homes for all current and future residents

BACKGROUND:
Increasing the availability of affordable homes statewide is critical to bettering the quality of
life of all Californians and to ending homelessness. In the 2019-20 Budget Act, $250 million
was allocated for all regions, cities, and counties to do their part by prioritizing planning
activities that accelerate housing production to meet identified needs of every community.
With this allocation, the California Department of Housing and Community Development
(HCD) established the Local Early Action Planning Grant Program (LEAP) with $119 million
for cities and counties. LEAP provides one-time grant funding to cities and counties to
update their planning documents and implement process improvements that will facilitate
the acceleration of housing production and help local governments prepare for their 6th
cycle RHNA much like the SB2 Planning Grants.
HCD released a Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) on January 27, 2020, for the $119
million available to local governments under the LEAP Program. Funding for each locality is
based on population estimates published by the Department of Finance. The City of La
Mesa falls within the category of between 60,000 and 99,999 people, thus the maximum
award the City can receive is $300,000. To be eligible for a LEAP Grant, the City's
proposed projects must demonstrate an increase in housing related planning activities and
facilitate accelerated housing production.
To secure the LEAP Grant funds, an application was submitted to HCD on January 30,
2021, prior to the January 31, 2021, application deadline. As part of the grant application
process, HCD requires that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing application for,
and receipt of, LEAP Grant funds .
DISCUSSION:
The two projects proposed for the LEAP Grant Program application would include 1)
completion of an update to the Downtown Village Specific Plan and 2) completion of an
update to the City's Housing Element. Both of the proposed projects qualify as eligible
activities for LEAP Grant funds.
Project 1: Update the Downtown Village Specific Plan
The Downtown Village Specific Plan (DVSP) was adopted in 1992 to provide a clear image
and direction for the future development of the downtown area, and envisions mixed-use,
pedestrian-friendly, transit-oriented developments development consisting of residential and
commercial uses in a pedestrian-friendly environment. The DVSP would be updated to
modernize the document, accommodate and encourage housing in the downtown area and
in close proximity to transit, and to be in compliance with housing laws put in place since
Plan adoption. An important facet of that would be to provide a ministerial pathway to
approval for most housing projects and the creation of objective design standards. The

Report to Mayor and Councilmembers
Date: April 27, 2021
Page 3 of 3

update would also focus on transit and mobility in the downtown area to encourage and
facilitate transit use and encourage transportation alternatives other than the automobile. A
robust public outreach component would be included in the project. Interest in development
in the DVSP area is high, but outdated standards and policies can be burdensome to
projects moving forward . LEAP Grant funds in the amount of $225,000 would be utilized to
secure a consultant for this important effort.
Project 2: Update the City's Housing Element
Under Government Code Section 65580, each city is required to prepare and implement a
housing element to assess and plan for community housing needs as part of a coordinated
regional and statewide planning effort. The Housing Element is a component of the City's
adopted General Plan, and is typically updated every eight years, following state housing
needs projections and regional housing unit allocations. Broadly speaking, a Housing
Element identifies specific goals that will be accomplished, at the local level, to attain State
housing goals and to ensure that local governments are cooperating with other local
governments in the region. The update for the City's Housing Element for the 6th Cycle
RHNA is currently underway. The City Council approved an agreement to complete the
update with Veronica Tam and Associates, who was selected by the City to provide
professional planning services in the 2018 Request for Qualifications process for
professional services. The approved cost of services was approximately $75,000.
CONCLUSION:
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the attached resolution authorizing the filing
of a grant application for LEAP Grant Program Funds; accepting and appropriating funds
for each of the projects if awarded; and appointing the City Manager, or designee, to
execute all agreements and any amendments.
Reviewed by:

Respectfully submitted by:

Greg Humora
City Manager

Attachment:

ity Development

Draft resolution authorizing a Local Early Action Planning Grant Program
(LEAP) application
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA MESA
AUTHORIZING A GRANT APPLICATION FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
PLANNING SUPPORT GRANT PROGRAM FUNDS THROUGH THE LOCAL
EARLY ACTION PLANNING GRANT PROGRAM (LEAP) FOR 1)
COMPLETION OF AN UPDATE TO THE DOWNTOWN VILLAG E SPECIFIC
PLAN AND 2) COMPLETION OF AN UPDATE TO THE CITY'S HOUSING
ELEMENT; ACCEPTING AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS IF AWARDED; AND
APPOINTING THE CITY MANAGER, OR DESIGNEE, TO EXECUTE ALL
AGREEMENTS AND ANY AMENDMENTS

WHEREAS, pursuant to Health and Safety Code 50515 et. Seq, the Department of
Housing and Community Development (Department) is authorized to issue a Notice of Funding
Availability (NOFA) as part of the Local Government Planning Support Grants Program
(hereinafter referred to by the Department as the Local Early Action Planning Grants program or
(LEAP);
.
WHEREAS, City Council of the City of La Mesa desires to submit
application package (Application), on the forms provided by the Department,
grant funding for projects that assist in the preparation and adoption of planning
process improvements that accelerate housing production and facilitate
implement the sixth cycle of the regional housing need assessment; and

a LEAP grant
for approval of
documents and
compliance to

WHEREAS, the Department has issued a NOFA and Application on January 27, 2020 in
the amount of $119,040,000 for assistance to all California Jurisdictions.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the City Council of the
City of La Mesa, California, that:
1. The City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to apply for and submit to the
Department the Application package.
2. In connection with the LEAP grant, if the Application is approved by the Department,
the City Manager of the City of La Mesa is authorized to submit the Application, enter
into, execute, and deliver on behalf of the Applicant, a State of California Agreement
(Standard Agreement) for the amount of $300,000, and any and all other documents
required or deemed necessary or appropriate to evidence and secure the LEAP
grant, the Applicant's obligations related thereto, and all amendments thereto.
3. The Applicant shall be subject to the terms and conditions as specified in the NOFA,
and the Standard Agreement provided by the Department after approval. The
Application and any and all accompanying documents are incorporated in full as part
of the Standard Agreement. Any and all activities funded, information provided, and
timelines represented in the Application will be enforceable through the fully
executed Standard Agreement. Pursuant to the NOFA and in conjunction with the
terms of the Standard Agreement, the Applicant hereby agrees to use the funds for
eligible uses and allowable expenditures in the manner presented and specifically
identified in the approved Application.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of La Mesa, California, that
the City, if awarded the grant, appropriates the funds in the amount of $300,000, provided
however, that if the actual revenue received from the source specified should be more or
less than the amount set forth herein, that the appropriations shall be adjusted to equal the
amount actually received .
PASSED AND ADOPTED at a Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of La
Mesa, California, held the 27th day of April 2021, by the following vote, to wit:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
CERTIFICATE OF CITY CLERK
I, MEGAN WI EGELMAN, City Clerk of the City of La Mesa, California, do hereby certify
the foregoing to be true and exact copy of Resolution No. 2021 , duly passed and adopted
by the City Council of said City on the date and by the vote therein recited.

MEGAN WIEGELMAN , CMG, City Clerk

(SEAL OF CITY)

