MacArthur Park
Master Plan
Sub-committee Update
February 9, 2021

Background
• May 20, 2017: Sun Valley Golf Course notified City of intent to terminate
lease effective June 22, 2017
• June 2017: Hired landscape architect to draft short term uses for golf
course based on recommendations from Parks Master Plan
• August 2017: Public meeting to solicit input on short term amenities and
kick-off Opportunities and Constraints Study (OCS) to look at long term
options for the entire 22 acre park.
• Study’s goal was to assess current uses and conditions of facilities and
recommend opportunities for future facilities, upgrades, expansions and/or
possible additions. Cost $50,000

Background, cont.
• October 1, 2017: Public works staff cleaned up park and opened to public.
• October 2017: Request for Proposals (RFP) from firms to rehabilitate and
operate the golf club house, with no partnership agreements put into
place.
• Fall 2017: Held two pop up workshops and one formal public workshop, in
addition to a survey, to solicit public input.
• OCS recommendations included options for renovation or replacement of
facilities for pool, recreation center and community center in addition to a
list of possible park amenities.

Background, cont.
• November 27, 2018: Following public meeting and presentations to
Commissions, Council approved the OCS and directed staff to move
forward with the planning process to explore the option for new
replacement facilities.
• October 29, 2019: Hosted public workshop and online survey to narrow
down amenities for new community center, aquatics complex and park
features. Master Plan contract: $200,000
• February 14, 2020: Executed Operating Agreement with the La Mesa Park
and Recreation Foundation to operate community garden at former putting
green and club house.
• July 2020: Posted online presentation and survey seeking input on
proposed concepts 1 & 2.

MacArthur
Park
Concept #1 and Concept #2

Features to Remain
The following items remain in both concepts:
• Kuhlken Field and parking lot
• Porter Hall
• Nan Couts Cottage and the parking lot
east of the building
• Memorial Drive
• Access points from the neighborhood east
of the park
• Central park area maintains its “open
space” character
• New active and passive areas throughout
the park, providing several options for
recreation.

“Embracing the Site”
Concept 1 generally accommodates the park's
existing topography.
• The proposed two-story Community Center
includes a gymnasium, recreation program
rooms and event hall with lower level parking
garage. Total 60,415 square feet.
• The Aquatics Center and one-story building is
separate.
• Accommodates existing and expanded
programs from aquatics, recreation
programs, facility rentals and Adult
Enrichment Center.

Concept 1 Total:
$69,081,000 to $72,031,000

“Exploring the Site”
Theme: Concept 2 generally manipulates the
park's existing topography.
• The proposed two-story Community Center
includes a gymnasium, recreation program
rooms and event hall with lower level parking
garage. Total 54,000 square feet.
• The Aquatics Center's support spaces are
included in the Community Center building
for this concept.
• Accommodates existing programs from Adult
Enrichment Center and expands aquatics,
recreation programs, and facility rentals.

Concept 2 Total:
$61,313,000 to $64,138,000

Concept Survey Results
• Concept #1 was the preferred concept. The major exception was the preferred location of the community
garden in Concept #2.
• Recurring Topics and Comments:
Support for natural, open feel of the park keeping large, mature trees
Aquatics center very important
Support for the pickleball courts, pump track
Concerns about noise levels (events/dogs), increased traffic
Questions about how to prevent homelessness
More park, less parking lots
Can existing buildings be repurposed/renovated?
Too expensive/big
No skate park?
Mixed responses about an amphitheater (concept 1)
Budgeting for maintenance is important
Walking trails important

Staff recommendations:
1. Consultants move forward with hybrid concept, leaning to Concept 1
to present final concept for adoption
2. Budget for next studies needed:
(environmental, historical, program/operating costs, etc.)

Other updates:
•
•
•
•
•

Scouts continue to work on trail projects
Community Garden grants and donations to fund
Ball field netting grant from County scheduled install March 2021
Off leash dog challenges, exploring temporary options
Aging facilities need for ongoing maintenance: Pool, Recreation Center,
Adult Enrichment Center, Community Center, Cottage

