November 19, 2021

Welcome!
Welcome to the new look of our digital City Manager Update. The most recent
Community Opinion Survey indicated that one key priority for our residents is
ongoing enhancements to communications. We value our residents' feedback
and will continue to share accurate and timely information on what is
happening at City Hall and beyond.
In addition to our website and social media assets (Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter), the City Manager Update is another way to connect with our
residents and provide information on City projects, community events,
programs, job openings, and other important resources. This new digital asset
will replace the quarterly newsletter and will be delivered to your inbox every
other Friday via Constant Contact.
We want to hear from you. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or
concerns, please email our news desk at news@cityoflamesa.us.
Lastly, City Hall will be closed on Thursday, November 25 and Friday,
November 26, 2021. We will be reopen on Monday, November 29, 2021.
Thank you for Living La Mesa.
Perri Storey, Communications Manager
619.667.1191 pstorey@cityoflamesa.us

Spotlight on the HOME
Program
Housing is a human right, and
our new Homeless Outreach &
Mobile Engagement (HOME)
Program is connecting those

experiencing homelessness with
County services, housing, and
other resources.
During the inaugural year of our
new HOME Program, we have
successfully housed nearly
sixty (60) individuals. This
week, ABC 10 News featured
our
compassionate,
multipronged approach. For more information on the HOME Program or to watch
the ABC 10 News segment, please click here.

Gun Buy Back Event
On November 13, we partnered with other
local law enforcement agencies for the Guns
for Gift Cards event at the La Mesa Civic
Center. Nearly 300 unwanted weapons
were collected.
We want to thank the public for helping us keep our communities and
neighborhoods safer.
Public safety is our top priority. For more information on this event, please
click here.
Although gift cards are no longer available to exchange for unwanted
weapons, you may still responsibly dispose of these items at any Sheriff's
station or substation. For your safety, please keep the weapon in the trunk of
your car and await further instructions from a deputy. For a list of Sheriff's
facilities, visit: https://www.sdsheriff.gov/patrol. You may also call the
Sheriff's non-emergency line at (858) 565-5200.

EXTENDED Arts and Culture Commission
Recruitment
The City of La Mesa has extended recruitment for our
newly formed Arts and Culture Commission.
The mission is to promote the arts, along with the
historical, aesthetic, and cultural aspects of the
community by using the arts as a mechanism to
promote diversity, equity, and inclusion.
Seven (7) representatives needed:

·
·
·
·
·
·

Art Educator (K-8th grade) representative
Art Educator (9th-college) representative
Visual Arts representative
Performing Arts representative
Musical Arts representative
Two (2) at-large representatives

Applicants must be residents of the City of La Mesa, be employed at a place of
business in the City, or serve in a volunteer capacity at a non-profit
organization in the City with a direct relationship to the Commission
membership categories. For more information and to apply, please visit the
Boards and Commissions page.
Application deadline: Tuesday, December 7, 2021 by 5:30 p.m.

La Mesa Municipal Pool & Spa
Winter Maintenance Closure –
NEW DATE
Effective November 17, 2021, the La
Mesa Municipal Pool & Spa closed for
annual winter maintenance.
The date was moved forward due to a malfunction with the pool heater. We
plan to reopen in mid-January after the annual maintenance period.
For more information on programs, updates, and pool reopening, please visit
the pool's website at cityoflamesa.us/swim. We look forward to welcoming
you back next year.

Thanksgiving Break Camps Begin November 22
Registration for Thanksgiving
Break Camps is now open with
programs starting the week of
November 22, 2021. Camps
include All Sorts of Sports and
LEGO.
To register:
www.cityoflamesa.us/register.

La Mesa City Council
Virtual Meeting
Tuesday, November 23, 2021
6 p.m.
Our City Council meetings are held
on the second and fourth Tuesdays
of each month at 6 p.m.
Join us for the certified election results, as Councilmember-elect Laura Lothian
takes the oath of office. For more information on City Council meetings and to
watch archived video, please click here.

Shop Local, Shop Small
National
“Shop
Small
Saturday”
Saturday, November 27, 2021
Join us and the San Diego Regional East
County Chamber of Commerce to support our
local businesses in East County. Please “SHOP
LOCAL, SHOP EAST COUNTY” for your
holiday dining and gift buying needs.

County Encourages Booster
The County of San Diego supports the
recommendation for a COVID-19 booster
dose for anyone 18 and older who wants one
and meets guidelines for time between doses.
City of La Mesa residents who completed the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine series
more than six months ago are eligible for a booster shot at this time. Those
who received the Johnson & Johnson one-dose vaccine more than two months
ago are also eligible to get a booster shot.
Boosters are safe and effective and increase our residents' immunity to the
COVID-19 virus. Roughly, 39,000 City of La Mesa residents (18 years of age
or older) have received at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.
For more information on the COVID-19 local situation, please clickhere.

Down Payment & Closing Cost Assistance
Down payment and closing cost assistance (up to
$70,000) is available for eligible, low-income firsttime home buyers for City of La Mesa properties.
This assistance is provided by the County of San
Diego through its Down Payment and Closing Cost
Assistance (DCCA) Program.
For more information, please contact the County’s DCCA Program
administrator, Felipe Murillo, at (858) 694-4810 or visit the San Diego County’s
DCCA webpage for program guidelines and a directory of preferred lenders.

The City of La Mesa
Mortgage Assistance Program
Last month, we began
applications for our
Assistance
Program
continue until program
exhausted.

accepting
Mortgage
and
will
funds are

Our goal is to help eligible City of La Mesa households with past due mortgage
balances. Our program provides assistance for approved residents who have
been financially impacted by the pandemic. For more information, please click
here.

Digital Equity
Bridging the Digital Divide
We live in the digital age. Applying for
jobs, rental assistance, and even
paying bills are all online.
For La Mesa Residents, who don't
have access to quality internet, Cox
has launched ConnectAssist - a new,
low-cost internet program.
The goal of this program is to help
more individuals in need of low-cost
service, further bridging the digital
divide.
To sign up, please visit Cox.com/connectassist

A La Mesa Tradition: Holiday in the Village
WHEN: Saturday, December 4, 2021 from 12 p.m - 9 p.m.
WHERE: La Mesa Blvd. between Spring St. & 4th St.
(in the heart of downtown La Mesa)
The 6th Annual La Mesa Holiday in the Village will offer us the opportunity to
enjoy FREE live music, cozy fires, craft vendors, food, and much more. For
more information on this honored tradition, please click here.

Winning!
Congratulations to our team
who took home the 2021
Complete Streets
Momentum Award for the
University Avenue Corridor Bike Network and Pedestrian
Improvements. Thank you,
Circulate San Diego.

Questions and Comments
Perri Storey
Communications Manager
City Manager's Office
619.667.1191
news@cityoflamesa.us
Visit our website
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