December 17, 2021

Farewell 2021
As the year winds down on 2021, we reflect on how much stronger we are
together, as a community. This year, we secured $3 million from our state
representatives for parks, hired a new Chief of Police and Communications
Manager, implemented a holistic approach to tackling homelessness through
the HOME program, offered more robust programs, services, and enhanced
our overall communications and much more.
We look ahead to a year of our ongoing commitment to service delivery
improvements for our residents, businesses and visitors. We are grateful you
have chosen to live in the City of La Mesa, our "Jewel of the Hills."
This is our last City Manager Update for the year. We will be back on track with
the next update scheduled to publish on Friday, January 14, 2022.
From all of us at City Hall, we wish you a safe, joyous, and prosperous
holiday season.
Perri Storey, Communications Manager
619.667.1191
news@cityoflamesa.us

HOLIDAY CLOSURE
City Hall will be closed the following
dates:
Noon on Thursday, December
23, 2021 - Sunday, January 2,
2022
We will re-open on Monday,
January 3, 2022

Mask Up to Keep
Numbers Down:
Statewide mandate in
effect until
January 15, 2022
Under the California Department of
Public Health's new statewide
mandate, everyone will be required to
wear a mask while indoors in all public
places, regardless of vaccination
status.
The new requirements are in response to the increased cases and
hospitalizations in the state and the detection of the new Omicron variant.
The indoor face covering mandate is scheduled to last through January 15,
2022 and will be reevaluated at that time. We're committed to everyone's
safety. Let's all make sure that we wear our face masks and follow the public
health guidelines and testing protocols. For more information, please click
here.

SEECLICKFIX: Report a
problem, concern or
unsafe condition
Thanks to our hardworking Public
Works Operations staff, we continue
to deliver responsive services for our
residents, including tackling graffiti,

illegal dumping, potholes, and much
more. Thank you to our City crews
for tackling this unsightly graffiti in
our public facility. To report your
neighborhood
issues
using
SeeClickFix, please click here.
If you have an outstanding
SeeClickFix report, email your
report
number
to
news@cityoflamesa.us.

Community Police
Oversight Board
Recruitment
The City of La Mesa is currently

recruiting five members for its
Community Police Oversight Board
(CPOB) to represent the following:
- Police Beat 1
- Police Beat 2
- Police Beat 3
- Police Beat 4
- Advocate for people experiencing
homelessness, substance abuse,
mental health or other social issues.
The CPOB is also looking for an intern between the ages of 16-22 to serve as
a temporary, non-voting member. F or more information and to apply, please
visit the Boards and Commissions page.
Application deadline: Tuesday, January 4, 2022.

EXTENDED Arts and Culture
Commission Recruitment
The City of La Mesa is looking for
members for its new Arts & Culture
Commission. This new commission
will focus on promoting the arts,
along with the historical, aesthetic,

and cultural aspects of the
community by using the arts as a
mechanism to promote diversity,
equity, and inclusion. Don't delay,
apply today! For more information
and to apply, please visit the
Boards and Commissions page.
Application
deadline: Tuesday,
January 4, 2022 by 5:30 p.m. 

Proposed
La Mesa Downtown
District Sign
At the La Mesa City Council
meeting on Tuesday, the La
Mesa Village Association
(LMVA) shared a plan to
develop a Downtown La
Mesa District Sign to become
a beautiful new focal point in
our downtown community - winning Council's full approval. The proposed sign
would be located above La Mesa Blvd. and Palm Ave., feature the Downtown
La Mesa Village name (plus "Jewel of the Hills" tagline) and be backlit with
LED lights to make it shine at night. The District Sign is a community-led
project funded entirely through donations. The La Mesa Village Association
is seeking donations. Please visit the LMVA webpage for additional details
and to make a pledge.

Register for Holiday Break Day Camps Now!
Four day school break day camps will be offered the weeks of December 20

and December 27, 2021. Youth camps include All Sorts of Sports, Soccer,
Dodge Ball and LEGO. Register online at www.cityoflamesa.us/register.

The La Mesa
Mortgage
Assistance
Program
In October, we began
accepting
mortgage
assistance
applications
for residents in the City of
La Mesa. This assistance
helps eligible households that have a past due mortgage balance attributable
to financial impacts of the pandemic. Funding is still available. We want to
help as many families as possible. Applications will be accepted until funds are
no longer available. Don't delay, apply today. If you have any questions,
please email lamesa.assistance@home-start.org or call 619-643-6202.

Shop Local, Shop Small
For your last minute holiday shopping, we encourage our residents to
Shop Local, Shop East County. Support Small Business Saturdays too!

Cooking Over the Holidays?
As you get ready to cook some holiday
favorites for your friends and family, our
Public Works team wants to remind our
residents to responsibly dispose of your
fats, oils, and grease (FOG) to avoid clogs.

Please do not pour FOG down the drain.

Federal Internet Discount Program
Eligible residents and families who apply by December 31 may receive FCC
high-speed Internet discounts through March 2022 through local providers —
up to $50 a month for households and $75 a month on qualifying tribal lands.
The FCC created its Emergency Broadband Service discount program during
the COVID-19 pandemic to help eligible residents and families get or stay
connected to high-speed Internet service. The program is being replaced in
March 2022 by a new FCC discount program.
For general information about the program and additional resources, please
visit the FCC’s emergency broadband benefit website.

Christmas Tree Recycling
EDCO is making it easier for our
residents to responsibly dispose of
holiday trees. Place your tree cut into
small pieces in your EDCO green cart
on pickup day. Call EDCO to schedule
a bulky item pickup, or drop off at the La
Mesa EDCO Station. Natural trees only.
Please remove tinsel, strands,
ornaments and lights.
Schedule:

Curbside Collection: Dec 27 – Jan 7
Transfer Station, 8184 Commercial St:
Dec 26 – Jan 17; Mon - Fri 5am – 1 pm, Sat 7am – 4:30pm, Sun 8 am – 4 pm

Transit-Oriented
Development Feasibility
Study
On Thursday, December 16, we
conducted a virtual workshop to present
the Transit-Oriented Development
(TOD) Feasibility Study, which will be
presented to the City Council early in
2022. We have been working with other
governmental agencies on this study to
explore the feasibility options.
The purpose of this study is to assess the viability of redeveloping the stations
with consideration of community goals, economic feasibility, existing
transportation infrastructure such as bicycle and pedestrian improvements,
housing needs and opportunities, first and last mile connectivity, and transit
ridership. No specific project is being proposed at this time. Learn more
on the TOD Feasibility Study webpage.

La Mesa Boulevard
Complete Streets Plan
The City of La Mesa was awarded a
$240,000 Sustainable Communities grant
from the State of California Department of
Transportation to prepare a Complete
Streets Plan.
This project will enhance accessibility for all users (pedestrians, bicyclists,
transit users, and motor vehicle drivers), as well as provide improved
connections to key destinations including parks, transit stops and stations,
businesses, and neighborhood services. The Complete Streets Plan covers La
Mesa Boulevard from 4th Street to Jackson Drive, and University Avenue from
Spring Street to Memorial Drive. For more information, please visit the
project’s webpage.

SDG&E Emergency
Preparedness &
Safety
When it comes to safety, SDG&E
is taking every precaution to help
our residents with emergency
preparedness and safety. Please
visit this website for energy
safety tips for everyday living and
emergencies, as well as planning
resources you can use to prepare
in advance and make sure you and your family are ready in the event of an
emergency.

The Lodge La Mesa
OVERVIEW
To address the rising number
of unsheltered transitional
aged youth at risk for
exploitation
and
human
trafficking,
local
nonprofit
service
providers
have
partnered to meet the needs of this vulnerable youth population. San Diego
Youth Services, Home Start, and Urban Street Angels entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding to provide transitional housing and supportive
services for transitional aged youth at the Lodge La Mesa, 7911 University
Avenue. The funding is made available by the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) Youth Homelessness Demonstration Program to
the San Diego Regional Task Force on Homelessness (RTFH). The nonprofits
are subcontracted service providers and have agreed to work closely with our
La Mesa Police Department.
TRANSITIONAL HOUSING AND RAPID REHOUSING PROGRAM
The Lodge La Mesa location has 60 total units, with two (2) units designated
for onsite staff. The program will employ a holistic approach to serving youth,
including:
Thorough initial intake, triage, and screening process
Development of a case plan for each resident
Youth Support Partners and Youth Systems Navigators will provide
services throughout the community at safe locations of the youth’s
choosing; all services will be available both on and off site; services
including counseling, conflict resolution, skill-building, employment
support and more

Providing housing stability and supportive services
24/7 onsite case managers, trained in de-escalation and traumainformed care
Strict enforcement of no illegal substances policy
No visitors allowed and no congregating in open spaces, i.e.
parking lot
Residents will be working or are students attending SDSU,
Grossmont-Cuyamaca, and UCSD extension
Recently, the City’s HOME Program had a site visit; there will be
coordination with the HOME Team for bed space availability for the
City’s eligible transitional aged youth
For more information, please email our news desk atnews@cityoflamesa.us.

Questions and Comments
Perri Storey
Communications Manager
City Manager's Office
619.667.1191
news@cityoflamesa.us
Visit our website
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