February 11, 2022

The Importance of Community Engagement
The City of La Mesa understands the importance of community engagement. It
is our goal to provide clear, concise, proactive, transparent, and timely
information to our residents, businesses, visitors, and other stakeholders. In
our City Manager Update, we work to connect you with resources and accurate
information to keep you informed. To that end, we invite you to share your
content ideas, questions, or concerns by emailing news@cityoflamesa.us.
Thank you for being a valued subscriber.
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Mayor's Minute: Episode 1
Implementing the Community Engagement Plan
As one of our new Community Engagement Plan initiatives, we invite you to
watch the Mayor's Minute Episode 1, and listen to Dr. A share updates at City
Hall and beyond.

La Mesa
Rental Assistance
Program
On Monday, February 14, 2022,
our partner at Home Start, Inc.
will
begin
accepting rental
assistance applications to
help eligible La Mesa residents
(with demonstrated financial
impacts
caused
by
the
pandemic) to pay their rent. Up
to $5,000 per household to
include past due and/or future
rent
payments. Mortgage
assistance applications are
currently being accepted. Additionally, the mortgage assistance program
has been expanded to also include future mortgage payments.
Applications will be accepted until funds are exhausted. To learn more about
program requirements, please visit the program's website. If you have any
questions, please email lamesa.assistance@home-start.org or call 619-6436202.

Love 'Em & Leash 'EM!
The City of La Mesa is reminding
dog owners to be good neighbors
b y keeping their dogs on a
leash, unless in a designated offleash area. It's also the law.
Leashes keep dogs and the
people around them safer by
preventing bites, fights and traffic
accidents, as well as avoiding
potentially dangerous encounters
with snakes, coyotes or other wild
animals.
In January, the City of La Mesa
contracted
with San Diego
Humane Society to be its full
animal services provider, which
includes enforcing the City’s leash laws. Together with San Diego Humane
Society, the City is also reminding La Mesa residents to keep dogs
leashed at City parks.
As a good neighbor, you can:
Keep dogs safe and parks clean.
Prevent bites and fights.
Reduce stress for everyone.
Remember, it’s the law too! Report off-leash dogs by calling 619-299-7012,
press 1. Violators may be cited. For more information on leash laws, please
visit 5 Common Questions About Leash Laws. For a list of leash-free
locations, please visit sdhumane.org/dogparks. La Mesa dog owners are
now required to license their dogs through San Diego Humane Society. To
learn more, visit sdhumane.org/license.

SEECLICKFIX:
Report a problem,
concern, or unsafe
condition
Abandoned shopping carts
have been a growing quality
of life concern for our
neighborhoods.
We
are

partnering with retailers to
address this issue. In addition
to being proactive in our
outreach to retailers, our
Public Works Operations staff
continues to respond to your
See Click Fix requests to have
abandoned shopping carts
removed. Please continue to
report your neighborhood
issues using SeeClickFix.
Any
questions,
email
news@cityoflamesa.us.

HOME Program
Success Story
This month, the HOME
Team is proud to report
another success story.
A
client
experiencing
homelessness for four (4)
years, with mental health
service needs, has been
matched to a Rapid
Rehousing Program.
After being matched, the
client worked diligently
with the HOME Team to
collect
the
necessary
documentation to make a
smooth transition and move into their own studio apartment. This move-in also
facilitated a heartwarming reconnection between the client and their family.
The reunited family expressed immense gratitude to the HOME Team and
City of La Mesa for making this happen. If you or someone you know are
experiencing homelessness there are multiple ways to reach the HOME
program. You can call our HOME Hotline at 619-667-1475 or send us an email
at home@cityoflamesa.us.

Johnny B’s

Burgers, Brew &
Spirits
For
our
brand new
monthly
business
spotlight,
we
have
chosen local business
Johnny B’s Burgers,
Brew & Spirits. Thank
you to everyone who
submitted
local
businesses
for
consideration. Johnny B’s
is now celebrating 24
years in business in
downtown La Mesa.
Johnny B’s has evolved from a small pub to a thriving family-friendly dining
destination. Owner, John Bedlion, has adapted and changed over the years to
better serve customers, including the addition of dining space (both inside and
outside), increased menu offerings, including a full weekend breakfast.
Even during the pandemic, the restaurant implemented delivery through third
party apps, plus takeout specials and continues to ensure his staff and
customers are a number one priority, as we all navigate the ever changing
business climate. He is also involved in the local community by sponsoring
various initiatives, including chairing the annual La Mesa Classic Car
Show. Let's support our local businesses. We heard the Jalapeno burger is
delicious.
To have a local business considered for our new monthly business
spotlight, please email a photo and the reason for your submission to
news@cityoflamesa.us.

Residential Rollout
San Diego
Community Power
By now, many La Mesa
residents received a mailer
explaining the residential rollout
for renewable energy. This
effort supports our Climate

Action Plan goals, as a great
way to reduce your carbon footprint, simply and effortlessly.
Beginning in March, La Mesa residents will start receiving energy from San
Diego Community Power (SDCP), a not-for-profit public agency that provides
renewable energy at competitive rates. Customers will be enrolled in the
standard PowerOn service, offering 50 percent renewable energy
compared to SDG&E standard generation service which is only 31%
renewable. However, residents have the choice to opt up to 100 percent
renewable energy. Residents also have the choice to opt out of SDCP’s
service completely. Under SDCP’s current rate plan, PowerOn customers
will save 1-2% on their bills. Customers will continue to get a single bill from
San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) and can expect to see a new line item for
S D C P electricity generation starting on their April statement. For more
information, please visit:
https://sdcommunitypower.org/billing-rates/residential-rates/

February 8, 2022
La Mesa City Council
Action
At their February 8th meeting,
the City Council considered an
appeal of the proposed medicinal
cannabis retail dispensary to be
located at 7901 Hillside Drive.
The La Mesa City Council voted
(3-2) in favor of the appeal,
thereby denying the Planning
Commission’s approval of the
project. To watch the video
archive of this meeting, please
click here.

Using eSCRIBE to Submit Public Comments on
City Council Agenda Items
We want to highlight the ease of using eSCRIBE to register your public
comments on La Mesa City Council agenda items.
eComments are available once an agenda is published.
On the Agenda webpage, locate and open the appropriate agenda in
"upcoming meetings."
Click on the desired item to provide your comment.
An item box opens. Click the leave comment button. In the dialogue
box, enter your contact information and your comment. Click
submit (see red arrows above).
eComments can be submitted when the agenda is published and until 24
hours prior to the meeting.
eComments are limited to 500 words.
eComments may be viewed by the public following the close of the
eComment submission period (24 hours prior to the meeting).
Your comment will be displayed as public comment for the desired
item(s) after the submission period closes.
If you have difficulty submitting an eComment, you may email your
comment to comments@cityoflamesa.us.
eComments will not be read aloud as a regular meeting item;
however any member of the Council or member of the public may do so
during their allotted comment time.

Community Conversation
The La Mesa Community Relations
and Veterans Commission and the
Advancing Health Literacy Program will

be hosting a virtual Community
Conversation
on
Wednesday,
February 23, 2022 at 6 p.m. to foster
discussion
on
the
challenges,
successes, and opportunities since the
beginning of the pandemic regarding
access to healthcare and availability
of resources.
The event is free and open to the
public. Register here to receive the
link.

Virtual Public
Workshop
To kick off the master planning
process for a new park at the
corner of Waite Drive and Murray
Hill
Road, a virtual public
workshop will be held on
Wednesday, March 16 at 6 p.m.
via Zoom. To learn more about the
project and how to participate and
provide your input, please visit the
Waite Drive Property Park Master
Plan page.

Now Hiring!
The City of La Mesa is now
hiring, including recruitment for
the
following
part-time
Community Services Department
staff positions:
Recreation Specialist to
coordinate the City of La
Mesa day camp program
Recreation Day Camp
Aides and Leaders
Lifeguard
Aides
&
Lifeguard/Instructors

Recreation Leader for
Adult Enrichment Center programs
Recreation Specialist for sports field and/or facility rentals supervision
Find the complete list of job opportunities by clickinghere.

Thank You for Your Input
Complete Streets Design Manual
La Mesa Boulevard (East) Complete Streets Plan
With over 50 attendees during the February 10th interactive virtual workshop,
we took a look into the future of roadways within the City of La Mesa. During a
robust interactive discussion, we presented and discussed concepts to activate
public streets, facilitate travel by different modes of transportation, and
enhancements to safety for all roadway users.
During the workshop, we shared what the concept of Complete Streets
represents, the Complete Streets Integrated Design Manual, and how these
concepts may be applied to one of the City’s main transportation corridors, La
Mesa Boulevard. Find a copy of the workshop presentation by clickinghere.
For more information, please click here.

Pedestrian Contactless
Systems
The pandemic changed the way we think
about safety. The less we are required to

touch surfaces; the better it is for all of us.
Now, pedestrian contactless systems have
been installed and are working at the
intersection of University Ave and Memorial
Dr and at Fletcher Parkway and Grossmont
Center. These installations are the first of their
kind in La Mesa. Thank you to our Public
Works Engineering Staff for getting this done!

Pedestrian Safety is one of our
top priorities
Our
Citywide
Pedestrian
Crossing
Enhancement Project work continues, as we
install new high visibility crosswalk improvements, including Rectangular Rapid
Flashing Beacons (RRFB) and Pedestrian Curb Ramps, to promote pedestrian
safety, at 13 highly used pedestrian crossing locations, such as around schools
and parks. The project is expected to be completed by March 2022.

Locations
Crosswalk Table on Parks Avenue in front of Dale Elementary
Crosswalk Table on Olive Avenue behind Dale Elementary
Crosswalk/ramps on Park Plaza Dr midblock in front of Parkway Middle
Crosswalk/ramps on Cinnabar Dr & Junior High Dr adjacent to La Mesa
Arts Academy
RRFB trench install on El Paso/Dalhart in front of Murray Manor
RRFB trench install on Violet at Pearson in front of Vista La Mesa
Academy
RRFB trench install on Violet at Waite adjacent to Vista La Mesa
Academy
Ramp/Crosswalk on Dallas at Park Plaza adjacent to Parkway Middle
Ramps/Crosswalk on Jackson/Madison (a full block from Lemon Avenue)
Ramps/Crosswalk on Palm/Pasadena adjacent to Collier Park
Ramps/Bulbouts/Crosswalk at Palm and Echo
For questions, please email our news desk at news@cityoflamesa.us or call
(619) 667-1166.

AARP Foundation
Tax-Aide Service
AARP Foundation provides in-person
Tax-Aide to anyone, free of charge,
with a focus on taxpayers who are
over 50 and have low to moderate
income. Trained Tax-Aide volunteers
are located nationwide and are IRS-

certified annually to make sure they
know about and understand the latest
changes and additions to the tax
code. For the 2021 tax season, the
La Mesa Adult Enrichment Center
is now booking appointments.
Appointments are limited, please
call 619.667.1322 and schedule
today.

Purchase a Tile
La Mesa Downtown
District Sign
The proposed Downtown
District Sign will be located
above La Mesa Blvd. and
Palm Ave., feature the
Downtown La Mesa Village
name (plus "Jewel of the
Hills" tagline) and be backlit
with LED lights to make it shine at night. The District Sign is a communityled project funded entirely through donations. Please visit the LMVA
webpage for additional details and to make a pledge.

Questions and Comments
News Desk
City Manager's Office
619.667.1191
news@cityoflamesa.us
Visit our website
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