February 25, 2022

Happy Birthday, La Mesa!
This month, La Mesa celebrated its
110th birthday. Our city was
established on February 16, 1912,
which coincidentally w a s also on a
F r i d a y. A few interesting facts
about 1912, Woodrow Wilson was
elected president, the Radio Act was
passed by Congress to regulate
radio, and Lysol disinfectant was
licensed to be manufactured in the
U.S. For more 1912 facts and trivia,
please
visit
the Association for
Education in Journalism and Mass
Communication's (AEJMC) web page.
Help us celebrate this milestone birthday for our "Jewel of the Hills" by dining,
shopping, and exploring in our wonderful town. There is so much rich textured
history in our city. To learn more, please click here.
Inside this update, we have important information to share with our residents
and businesses. Please help us spread the word by sharing this email with
your networks.
Thank you for being a valued subscriber.
City Manager's Office
News Desk
619.667.1191
news@cityoflamesa.us
Press Room

Thank You for Your
Patience with the Temporary
Inconveniences of
Construction
Thank you for your continued patience
with the Jefferson La Mesa Development
at Baltimore Dr and University Ave. As a
traffic control measure, the contractor
(JPI) is extending the length of the two (2)
southbound left turn lanes at the
intersection of El Cajon Blvd. and
Baltimore Dr., which requires temporary lane closures.
The eastbound and westbound travel lanes of El Cajon Blvd are now
reduced to one lane (east of Baltimore Dr). This may cause traffic delays.
Please consider this as you plan your commute.
In addition, Center St. to El Cajon Blvd will be closed to through traffic
until March 24, 2022.
These lane closures will be continuous (24 hours) for the duration of the work.
I-8 on- and off-ramps shall remain open during the construction.
Please remember to watch your speed in the construction zones and
watch for construction workers. Thank you for your cooperation.
There have been accompanying traffic improvements to help facilitate more
cars turning right at the intersection of Baltimore Dr. and University Ave, which
prior to these improvements was impacting the morning commute time. We will
continue to monitor the performance of this intersection during and after
construction.
If you have any questions, please do hesitate to email ourNews Desk at
news@cityoflamesa.us or call 619-667-1191.

Free Dump Day
Tomorrow
February, 26, 2022
8 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Get a jump on your spring
cleaning! Caltrans will hold a
free community disposal
event tomorrow, Saturday
February 26, from 8 a.m. - 11
a.m. as part of the Clean

California Initiative.
Bring your unwanted items
to:
Lemon Grove Ave
Park & Ride
7675 High St
La Mesa, CA 91941
Caltrans crews will have
multiple dumpsters available
to accept large bulky items,
household waste, approved
debris, and up to four tires
per household. Commercial
haulers,
treated
wood,
asbestos and construction
debris, compressed gas,
electronic
waste,
and
hazardous material like
paint,
batteries,
and
fla m m a b le s will not be
a c c e p t e d . Plan to arrive
early. The event will close
once bin capacity has been
reached.
For more information, please email D11.CleanCA@dot.ca.gov.

Homeless Outreach &
Mobile Engagement
(HOME) Program
On
the
widely
discussed
palindrome day (2/22/22 aka
Twosday), our HOME Team was
able to house two (2) clients,
who were living on the streets of
La Mesa for 10 years or more.
H O M E supported these clients
through the application process
by assisting with document collection, transportation to appointments while
waiting for their units to be built, and regularly meeting with the clients. During
these meetings, HOME also provided food, clothes, and hygiene materials.
If someone you know is experiencing homelessness, please call our HOME
Hotline at 619-667-1475 or email at news@cityoflamesa.

We All Count
Point-in-Time
Count 2022
The "We All Count" Pointin-Time Count (PITC) is a
mandated requirement of
the Department of Housing
and Urban Development.
Early yesterday morning
(2/24/22), we conducted a
count and survey of
persons
experiencing
homelessness in La Mesa
to collect data on the needs
of people in our community.
This was the first county-wide count in two years due to the pandemic. This
count provides an excellent opportunity to increase awareness of
homelessness and to spark action.
Thank you to the Regional Task Force on Homelessness, our La Mesa
HOME Team, the La Mesa First United Methodist Church, and all the
volunteers helping conduct the required count. For more information, please
click here.

Getting the Word Out
San Diego Community Power
This week, during the La Mesa City Council meeting, representatives from
San Diego Community Power (SDCP) presented a Residential Enrollment
Update to help all of us better understand what to expect next month. If you
missed the meeting, you may read the presentation here or watch the video
here.

Here's What You Need to Know
The move to San Diego Community Power supports our Climate Action
Plan goals. This is important for a sustainable La Mesa by reducing
our carbon footprint effortlessly.
Starting next month, La Mesa residents will be enrolled in SDCP's
PowerOn, a 50 percent renewable energy service. PowerOn customers
will save 1 to 2% on their bills.
Although enrollment in SDCP supports our Climate Action Plan goals,
you can OPT OUT of this service completely. It is your choice.
You also have the choice to opt up to 100 percent renewal energy
service.
You will continue to get a single bill from San Diego Gas & Electric
(SDG&E) and can expect to see a new line item for SDCP electricity
starting on your April statement.
If your residence has roof top solar, the switch over period to SDCP and
Net Energy Metering (NEM) will happen at the time of your annual true
up with SDG&E. This is different for every solar customer. For more
information on NEM, please click here.
Getting the word out: SDCP will be at theLa Mesa Certified Farmers
Market today (2/25), 3/11 and 3/18. Please visit the La Mesa Farmer's
Market on La Mesa Boulevard between Palm Ave & 4th St, La Mesa, CA
91942.
For more information, visit the Residential Rollout webpage or watch
this video from SDCP.

During the La Mesa City Council meeting on February 22, 2022,
the Council had a discussion on returning to in-person meetings for
Council, boards and commissions. For the first City Council meeting in
April, Council Chambers will be open to the public. This will be a
hybrid meeting allowing for participation, both in-person and virtually
via Zoom. To watch the discussion, please click here.

Thank you for using eSCRIBE
We want to highlight the ease of using eSCRIBE to register your public
comments on La Mesa City Council agenda items.
eComments are available once an agenda is published.
On the Agenda webpage, locate and open the appropriate agenda in
"upcoming meetings."
Click on the desired item to provide your comment.
An item box opens. Click the leave comment button. In the dialogue
box, enter your contact information and your comment. Click
submit (see red arrows above).
eComments can be submitted when the agenda is published and until 24
hours prior to the meeting.
eComments are limited to 500 words.
eComments may be viewed by the public following the close of the
eComment submission period (24 hours prior to the meeting).
Your comment will be displayed as public comment for the desired
item(s) after the submission period closes.
If you have difficulty submitting an eComment, you may email your
comment to comments@cityoflamesa.us.
eComments will not be read aloud as a regular meeting item;
however any member of the Council or member of the public may do so
during their allotted comment time.

SEECLICKFIX:
Report a problem,
concern, or unsafe
condition
We want to take a moment

to thank all of our residents
who use SeeClickFix to
report neighborhood issues.
Keeping our city clean is a
collective effort. Thank you
to our City crews for tackling
this illegal dumping. If you
have a SeeClickFix report
that has not been completed,
email your report number to
news@cityoflamesa.us.

Community Workshop
La Mesa Community
Garden
You are invited!
Make plans to join the festivities at
the La Mesa Community Garden at
MacArthur Park, 5080 Memorial
Drive, on Saturday, February 26
(tomorrow) from 10 a.m. to Noon.
At the Greet and Garden, you will
enjoy seed planting tips, hands-on
planting and being greeted by local
elected officials. For more information
on our treasured garden, please visit
this webpage.

Future Park at Waite Drive
We want to hear from you! Mark your
calendar.
On Wednesday, March 16 at 6 p.m., a
virtual public workshop is scheduled to
kick off the master planning process for a

new park at the corner of Waite Drive
and Murray Hill Road.
To learn more about the project and how
to participate and provide your input,
please visit the Waite Drive Property
Park Master Plan page.
For questions, please contact Sue
Richardson, Director of Community
Services, 619.667.1300
or srichardson@cityoflamesa.us.

Now Hiring!
The City of La Mesa is now hiring,
including recruitment for the
following part-time Community
Services
Department
staff
positions:
Recreation Specialist to
coordinate the City of La
Mesa day camp program
Recreation Day Camp
Aides and Leaders
Lifeguard
Aides
&
Lifeguard/Instructors
Recreation
Leader for
Adult Enrichment Center programs
Recreation Specialist for sports field and/or facility rentals supervision
Find the complete list of job opportunities by clickinghere.

Rides for Neighbors
Program Transitions

For over 11 years, the City of La
Mesa
has
operated
the
Rides4Neighbors
transportation
program, serving 10 zip codes in East
County.
The program has worked to ensure
on time transportation through the
use of volunteer drivers, taxis and
wheelchair transport vans.
The City of La Mesa was not
awarded grant funding from
SANDAG to continue operation of
the program beyond March 31,
2022. Notices were provided to all program participants that the last day
of service will be Friday, March 25, 2022.

HERE'S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Jewish Family Services (JFS) will be taking the majority of clients riders
who are ambulatory. Those in zip codes 91941, 91942, 91945, 92019,
92020, 92021, 92040, 92071.
Existing clients can automatically transfer their accounts to JFS, waiving
the typical enrollment fee by signing a waiver.
JFS offers options with additional service days and times over and above
what Rides4Neighbors provided.
The fees are similar with the exception of rides provided by Lyft.
The remaining zip codes in the existing Rides4Neighbors service area
(91977, 91978) will be able to choose a from JFS, RideFACT or MTS
access.
In some cases, the fee for wheelchair shuttle service may increase from
a donation based model (pay as you can) to a flat fee.
If any community members have questions about the transition to the new
programs, please call the Adult Enrichment Center at 619-667-1321 for
assistance.

Love 'Em & Leash 'EM!
The City of La Mesa is reminding dog owners to be good neighbors by
keeping their dogs on a leash at City parks, unless in a designated off-leash
area. It's also the law. As a good neighbor, you can:
Keep dogs safe and parks clean.
Prevent bites and fights.
Reduce stress for everyone.
Leashes keep dogs and the people around them safer by preventing bites,
fights and traffic accidents, as well as avoiding potentially dangerous
encounters with snakes, coyotes or other wild animals.
Report off-leash dogs by calling 619-299-7012, press 1. Violators may be
cited. La Mesa dog owners are now required to license their dogs through San
Diego Humane Society. To learn more, visit sdhumane.org/license.

Do you need help
paying rent?
This month, our partner at
Home Start, Inc. started
processing rental assistance
applications to help La Mesa
residents pay their rent. If you
have demonstrated financial
impacts caused by the
pandemic, you may qualify for
up to $5,000 to help with past
due
and/or
future
rent
payments.

Mortgage assistance is also
available. Additionally, the
mortgage
assistance
program
has
been
expanded to also include
future mortgage payments.
Applications
will
be
accepted until funds are
exhausted. To learn more
about program requirements,
please visit the program's
website. If you have any
questions,
please
email
lamesa.assistance@homestart.org or call 619-6436202.

Mayor's Minute: Episode 1
Implementing the Community Engagement Plan
As one of our new Community Engagement Plan initiatives, we invite you to
watch the Mayor's Minute Episode 1, and listen to Dr. A share updates at City
Hall and beyond.

Johnny B’s
Burgers, Brew &
Spirits

We hope you had an opportunity
to dine at Johnny B’s Burgers,
Brew & Spirits, during our
February
monthly
business
spotlight. We will have a new
spotlight next month.
To have a local business
considered
for
our
new
monthly business spotlight,
please email a photo and the
reason for your submission to
news@cityoflamesa.us.

Pedestrian Contactless
Systems
The pandemic changed the way we think
about safety. The less we are required to
touch surfaces; the better it is for all of us.
Now, pedestrian contactless systems have
been installed and are working at the
intersection of University Ave and Memorial
Dr and at Fletcher Parkway and Grossmont
Center. These installations are the first of their
kind in La Mesa. Thank you to our Public
Works Engineering Staff for getting this done!

Pedestrian Safety is one of our top priorities
Our Citywide Pedestrian Crossing Enhancement Project work continues, as we
install new high visibility crosswalk improvements, including Rectangular Rapid
Flashing Beacons (RRFB) and Pedestrian Curb Ramps, to promote pedestrian
safety, at 13 highly used pedestrian crossing locations, such as around schools
and parks. The project is expected to be completed by March 2022.

Locations
Crosswalk Table on Parks Avenue in front of Dale Elementary
Crosswalk Table on Olive Avenue behind Dale Elementary
Crosswalk/ramps on Park Plaza Dr midblock in front of Parkway Middle
Crosswalk/ramps on Cinnabar Dr & Junior High Dr adjacent to La Mesa
Arts Academy
RRFB trench install on El Paso/Dalhart in front of Murray Manor
RRFB trench install on Violet at Pearson in front of Vista La Mesa
Academy
RRFB trench install on Violet at Waite adjacent to Vista La Mesa
Academy

Ramp/Crosswalk on Dallas at Park Plaza adjacent to Parkway Middle
Ramps/Crosswalk on Jackson/Madison (a full block from Lemon Avenue)
Ramps/Crosswalk on Palm/Pasadena adjacent to Collier Park
Ramps/Bulbouts/Crosswalk at Palm and Echo
For questions, please email our news desk at news@cityoflamesa.us or call
(619) 667-1166.

Purchase a Tile
La Mesa Downtown
District Sign
The proposed Downtown
District Sign will be located
above La Mesa Blvd. and
Palm Ave., feature the
Downtown La Mesa Village
name (plus "Jewel of the
Hills" tagline) and be backlit
with LED lights to make it shine at night. The District Sign is a communityled project funded entirely through donations. Please visit the LMVA
webpage for additional details and to make a pledge.

Questions and Comments
News Desk
City Manager's Office
619.667.1191
news@cityoflamesa.us
Visit our website
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