March 25, 2022

Hello, Spring!
Spring is often associated with new
beginnings, fresh flowers, and sunny
days. It is also a time when many of
us undertake efforts to complete our
annual spring cleaning. Each year,
Fire-Rescue reminds residents to be
sure to change the batteries in all
smoke detectors and other fire
safety devices. Spring is here.
Welcome to longer days and more
fun in the sun.
Thank you for being a valued subscriber.
City Manager's Office
News Desk
619.667.1191
news@cityoflamesa.us
Press Room

Extended County
Library Hours
Effective April 11, 2022
Great news! The La Mesa Branch
Library is expanding hours of
operation starting April 11, 2022.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Noon - 7 p.m.
Noon - 7 p.m.
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

For more information:
visit sdcl.org/lamesa

Traffic Advisory
Gateside Road Closure
April 4, 2022
As we work to improve our
roadways and enhance the
commuting experience for our
residents, we have an update on a
temporary road closure.
Starting April 4, 2022, westbound
Gateside Road from Spring
Street to Gateside Way will be
closed for two months for
construction of improvements.
Please plan your route accordingly and follow posted detours.
Eastbound Gateside to Spring and Palm will be open to traffic although it
may be reduced to one lane at time.
If you have any questions about the detour routes, please do not hesitate to
email our News Desk at news@cityoflamesa.us or call 619-667-1191.

Arbor Day Foundation Recognizes
La Mesa as a Tree City USA
Last month, La Mesa was named a 2021 Tree City USA by theArbor Day
Foundation for our commitment to urban forest management. In support of
our Climate Action Plan goals, we achieved this recognition by meeting the
programs four (4) requirements:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Forming a tree board or department
Creating a tree care ordinance
Having an annual community forestry budget of at least $2 per capita
Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation (During the March 22 City Council

Meeting, April 29, 2022 was proclaimed as Arbor Day in the city of La Mesa.)

Urban tree plantings help reduce energy consumption, help with overall cooling
of our city, and positively impact the local ecosystem. For more information on
the program, please click here.

SEECLICKFIX: Report a
problem, concern, or
unsafe condition
Unsightly graffiti in our parks and
around our neighborhoods impacts
our overall quality of life. We want to
reassure our residents, graffiti
abatement remains one of our top
priorities. Keeping our city clean is
a collective effort. Thank you to our

City crews for the prompt response
to these SeeClickFix reports. If you
have a report that has not been
completed, email your SeeClickFix
report
number
to news@cityoflamesa.us.

How to do Business
with the
City of La Mesa
Do you want to learn how to do
business with the City of La
Mesa? Become a City vendor.
Please plan to attend our first
virtual Lunch & Learn on
Thursday, April 14, 2022 from
Noon - 1 p.m.
Join the Zoom Meeting
Click here to join
Meeting ID: 867 3209 4696
Passcode: 312627
You will hear from La Mesa's Purchasing Officer, learn about the vendor
requirements, and get your questions answered. Small businesses are
encouraged to join the discussion. Free to attend. No registration
required.
For more information,
news@cityoflamesa.us.

please

visit cityoflamesa.us/bids

Municipal Pool Closure &
Aquatics Positions
The La Mesa Municipal Pool & Spa remains

or

email

closed until a replacement heater has been
installed. For updates on the reopening
date and spring swim lesson schedules,
please click here.
We also have job opportunities. Aquatics
staff is needed for summer programs. Don't
delay, apply today at cityoflamesa.us/jobs.

COMING SOON
New Courts at
Highwood Park
The City of La Mesa is ramping
up efforts to renovate the
courts at Highwood Park next
to La Mesa Arts Academy and
the Boys and Girls Club Teen
Center.
To tackle poor conditions at the
court, our Public Works
Department started the first
phase of improvements by
making drainage repairs to
divert storm water from the
courts.
In addition, the Streets Division replaced segments of sidewalk that had
been lifted by tree roots.
The courts were not previously open to the public but through an amendment
to the Joint Use Agreement with the La Mesa-Spring Valley School District, the
City has taken over maintenance of the underutilized courts so they can
be open as park amenities.
Later this spring, the courts will be repaired, resurfaced and re-striped to add a
basketball court, two permanent pickleball courts and a multi-purpose court for
tennis, volleyball and two temporary pickleball courts.
If you have any questions, please email news@cityoflamesa.us.

Earth Day Fair
April 9, 2022
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Save the Date
La Mesa Earth Day Fair will be
Saturday, April 9 from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
at MacArthur Park. Open to the public.
Free family friendly event. Vendors,
food truck, kids zone, sustainable
products and services, Fix-It Clinic, bike
rodeo and more. Opportunities available
to be involved as a guest, vendor,
sponsor or volunteer. For more
information, visit the event's webpage,
email friends@lamesaparks.org or call
(619) 667-1319.

Future Neighborhood
Park at Waite Drive
YouTube Video &
Survey
We want your input! If you
missed the workshop on March
16, please take 30 minutes or
more
and watch
the
presentation, and take our
survey. You will learn important
information about the history of the
site and the Vista La Mesa
neighborhood.
To watch the YouTube
workshop video, please
click here.
After viewing the presentation, please click here to take our survey.
Survey closes April 11, 2022.
For more information, please visit this webpage.

Rides for Neighbors
Program Transitions
For over 11 years, the City of La
Mesa
has
operated
the
Rides4Neighbors
transportation
program, serving 10 zip codes in
East County.
The program has worked to
ensure on time transportation
through the use of volunteer
drivers, taxis and wheelchair
transport vans.
The City of La Mesa was not
awarded grant funding from SANDAG to continue operation of the
program beyond March 31, 2022. Notices were provided to all program
participants that the last day of service will be Friday, March 25, 2022.

HERE'S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Jewish Family Services (JFS) will be taking the majority of clients riders
who are ambulatory. Those in zip codes 91941, 91942, 91945, 92019,
92020, 92021, 92040, 92071.
Existing clients can automatically transfer their accounts to JFS, waiving
the typical enrollment fee by signing a waiver.
JFS offers options with additional service days and times over and above
what Rides4Neighbors provided.
The fees are similar with the exception of rides provided by Lyft.
The remaining zip codes in the existing Rides4Neighbors service area
(91977, 91978) will be able to choose a from JFS, RideFACT or MTS
access.
In some cases, the fee for wheelchair shuttle service may increase from
a donation based model (pay as you can) to a flat fee.
If any community members have questions about the transition to the new
programs, please call the Adult Enrichment Center at 619-667-1321 for
assistance.

Nonno's Ristorante
Italiano
March Business Spotlight
Nonno’s Ristorante Italiano, located at
5314 Baltimore Drive, has been
serving authentic Italian dishes since
1998. A family-owned restaurant
specializing in delicious traditional

Italian cuisine, all the dishes are made
with
love
and
the
freshest
ingredients. Gerardo Ortiz and his
Wife Lisa, stand by their motto, “We
love food & we love to feed
people.”
Reservations
are
required. Reservations allow for the
owners to prepare a quality menu and
dishes that will be plentiful for each of
the evening’s guests. To experience
the finest authentic Italian meal
prepared especially for you at Nonno’s Ristorante Italiano, please call (619)
337-9559 or order online mynonnos.com.

San Diego Community Power
Here's What You Need to Know
Starting this month, La Mesa residents are enrolled in SDCP'sPowerOn, a
50 percent renewable energy service. Residents may now OPT OUT of this
service completely or choose to opt up to 100 percent renewal energy
service (see the above ad). You will continue to get a single bill from San
Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) and can expect to see a new line item for
SDCP electricity starting on your April statement. For more information, visit
the Residential Rollout webpage or watch this video from SDCP.
If your residence has roof top solar, the switch over period to SDCP andNet
Energy Metering (NEM) will happen at the time of your annual true up with
SDG&E. This is different for every solar customer. For more information on
NEM, please click here.

Improving Our Customer Service Experiences
Building, Engineering, and Planning
This month, the City began implementation ofMaintStar, a cloud-based
software that will enable us to strategically manage assets, track processes
and improve the overall customer service experience with community
development and engineering. Thank you for your patience during this
transition, as we work through the initial implementation and
troubleshooting.
If you have any questions, please email news@cityoflamesa.us.

In-Person City Council
Meetings Resume
Tuesday, April 12, 2022
Council Chambers will be open to the
public for the first City Council meeting
in April. This will be a hybrid meeting
allowing for participation, both in-person
and virtually via Zoom.

Do you need help
paying rent?

Our partner at Home Start, Inc.
continues to process rental
assistance applications to help
La Mesa residents pay their rent. If
you have demonstrated financial
impacts caused by the pandemic,
you may qualify for up to $5,000 to
help with past due and/or future
rent payments. Applications will
be accepted until funds are
exhausted. For more info, please
visit the program's website.

Questions and Comments
News Desk
City Manager's Office
619.667.1191
news@cityoflamesa.us
Visit our website
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