June 17, 2022

Celebrating
Juneteenth
June 19, 2022
Juneteenth honors the end to
slavery in the United States and
is considered the longest-running
African American holiday. On
June 17, 2021, it officially
became a federal holiday.
Join the La Mesa Juneteenth
and Friends on Sunday, June 19
from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. at
MacArthur Park. This event will
include food, music, history,
entertainment including the MLK
Choir, step show dance groups,
bounce house with slide, crafts,
and family fun.
The City of La Mesa offices will be closed on Monday, June 20, 2022 for this
holiday.
Thank you for being a valued subscriber.
City Manager's Office
News Desk
619.667.1191
news@cityoflamesa.us
News Room

City Council Proclaims
June as LGBTQ+ Month
June is Pride month, dedicating every

day
to
celebrate
the
LGBT
community. June is significant due to
the Stonewall Riots that took place in
June of 1969, transforming the gay
liberation movement and the fight for
LGBT rights in the United States.
On June 14, 2022, the La Mesa City
Council proclaimed June as LGBTQ+
month
and
voted
to
fly
a
representative flag every June.

Future Park on Waite Drive Site Tour
Join us on Saturday, June 18 for a tour of the site of a future park on Waite
Drive. View concept plans that were presented at the June 15 public workshop
and provide your input on which amenities to include. This is an open house
style event, so come anytime between 10 a.m. and noon to the northwest
corner of Waite Drive and Murray Hill Road. Visit the City's website for more
information about the master planning process.

La Mesa
Entrepreneurship
Accelerator Program
Launches July 1st

In partnership with the East
County Economic Development
Council (ECEDC) and Small
Business Development Center
(SBDC), the City of La Mesa is
launching
the La
Mesa
Entrepreneurship Accelerator
Program (LEAP) beginning July
1, 2022. LEAP is a robust
business
start-up
training
program designed to assist
entrepreneurs in starting a brick
and mortar business in the City
of La Mesa by distributing up to
$20,000 in grant funds to new
restaurant, retail, and other
enterprises.
LEAP was approved by the La Mesa City Council and funded by the American
Rescue Plan Act with goals to reduce the commercial property vacancy rate, provide
hands-on training to local entrepreneurs, and encourage entrepreneurship in La
Mesa. The program includes a beneficial training curriculum with concurrent

individual advising sessions from qualified business advisors and an
accountable case management system. Entrepreneurs that complete the
program can apply the grant funding to permit, licensing, and leasing start-up
costs to assist in locating a business in La Mesa. The course curriculum will be
conducted by highly qualified SBDC instructors at City of La Mesa facilities at
convenient hours to accommodate work schedules.
Applications for the first cohort of entrepreneurs will be available on July 1,
2022 on ECEDC’s website. Currently, an applicant interest form is available on
the webpage to receive notifications and updates on the LEAP Program. If you
have questions about the LEAP Program, contact Lyn Dedmon, Assistant to the City
Manager, at (619) 667-1339 or by email at ldedmon@cityoflamesa.us.

La Mesa Classic Car Show
June 2 - August 25
Every Thursday from 5 - 8 p.m.
The La Mesa Village Association is hosting the 2022 La Mesa Classic Car

Show! The event runs June 2 - August 25, every Thursday from 5 - 8 pm.
Visitors can stroll down La Mesa Blvd. to see beautiful pre-1974 cars, trucks,
and vans (located between 4th St. - Spring St.). Also enjoy live music every
week from local bands that play atop the iconic La Mesa Lumber truck "stage"
located at 3rd & La Mesa Blvd. and a DJ, also from 5 - 8 pm!
This is a FREE, family-friendly community event! Come out and celebrate
summer with family & friends. And, be sure to dine, shop & explore all that La
Mesa Village has to offer while you're here!

Deadline Extended:
Volunteer for a City Board
or Commission!
We are seeking La Mesa residents who
are interested in serving their community
by becoming a member of a City board or
commission.
Current Openings:
Community Relations and Veterans
Commission
Community Services Commission
Design Review Board
Historic Preservation Commission
La Mesa Community Parking
Commission
Mobility Commission
Personnel Appeals Board
Youth Advisory Commission*
Applications are due by 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 5, 2022. Interviews will be
held the following week at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, July 12, 2022. *Youth Advisory
Commission meetings will be held in September. Please be aware that some
positions have specific residency, professional, or other requirements.
Visit the Boards and Commissions page to learn more and to apply!

Free Community
Mulch at PW Ops
Yard
Community self-serve mulch is
available for La Mesa residents
at the Public Works Operations
Yard
located
at
8152
Commercial St. Bring your
shovel, sturdy containers or
tarp if transporting in an open
truck bed, and load your
vehicle. Mulch is available on a
first come first serve basis.

Mulch is a mix of ground local
yard waste and tree trimmings
and is provided by La Mesa’s
waste hauler, EDCO. Mulch
helps build soil structure,
inhibits weed growth, and
conserve water by reducing
evaporation which allows water
to be held in the soil for
longer. Mulch should be placed
over soil in a depth of three to
five inches around your plants.
It should also be pulled away
from tree/shrub trunks to
reduce the chance of root rot.

County of San Diego Cool Zones
The Cool Zone program is an established network
of free, air-conditioned settings (such as libraries
or community centers) across San Diego County
that allow respite for older adults, persons with
disabilities, or anyone looking to escape the
extreme heat during the summer. Cool Zones are
a way for residents to lower individual utility usage
and help conserve energy for the whole
community.
The County of San Diego, in partnership with SDG&E, provides free electric
fans to those who are 60 years of age and older, or disabled, living on limited
incomes. To be eligible, a resident must not have access to air-conditioning at
their residence. To learn more about the Cool Zones Fan Program or to
request a fan, please call 2-1-1.
Additionally, people in San Diego County unable to get to a Cool Zone location
without transportation assistance, such as older adults, people with disabilities,
or people who are homebound, can call 2-1-1 to be connected to a
transportation or rideshare service at no cost.
Tips to Beat the Heat
Keep cool and beat the heat during hot summer days with these tips:
Stay hydrated with water. Avoid sugary beverages.
Check on friends and neighbors at high risk for heat-related illness.
Stay cool in an air conditioned area.
NEVER leave kids or pets in a closed, parked vehicle.
If you go outside, remember: wear a hat; wear lightweight, light-colored,
loose-fitting clothing; use sunscreen (SPF 15 or higher); and bring water.
Limit time outdoors. Take breaks often.
Cool Zones in La Mesa (hours vary):
La Mesa Library: 8074 Allison Ave
Christian Science Reading Room: 8370 La Mesa Blvd

SDG&E Energy
Assistance Programs
SDG&E recognizes that this is still a
challenging time for many customers
and may be able to help if you are
having trouble paying your bill. You
may be eligible for programs and
services that can provide immediate
financial assistance and help you
avoid interruptions in your service.
Flexible payment arrangements are
available to help you pay down past
due balances. Learn more at
sdge.com/Payment-Arrangements.
Check out these energy assistance programs:
1. California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) Program: Save 30% or
more every month on your bill. Find out if you qualify at
sdge.com/CARE.
2. Family Electric Rate Assistance (FERA) Program: If you don’t qualify
for CARE and your household has 3 or more people, you may qualify for
FERA. You could receive an 18% discount on your electric bill. Visit
sdge.com/FERA to learn more.
3. Energy Savings Assistance (ESA) Program: You may qualify to
receive free energy-saving improvements for your home, such as new
appliances, lighting, insulation and more. Find details at
sdge.com/ESAP.
4. Arrearage Management Plan (AMP): If you have outstanding bills and
you are a CARE or FERA customer, you may be eligible for debt
forgiveness. See if you qualify at sdge.com/AMP.
5. Low-income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP): Offers up
to $1,000 towards your energy bill. This Federal assistance program also
provides support for energy-related home improvements. Learn more at
sdge.com/LIHEAP.
Even if you made a recent payment or set up a flexible payment plan with
SDG&E, there may still be assistance programs to help you. For a complete list
of available offerings, visit sdge.com/assistance.

Affordable Connectivity Program
The Affordable Connectivity Program is a Federal Communications
Commission program that helps connect families and households struggling to
afford internet service. This new benefit provides a discount of up to $30 per
month toward broadband service for eligible households. Eligible households
can also receive a one-time discount of up to $100 to purchase a laptop,
desktop computer, or tablet from participating providers.
Eligible households can enroll through a participating broadband provider or
directly with the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) using an
online or mail in application.
You can learn more about the benefit, including eligibility and enrollment
information, by visiting www.fcc.gov/ACP, or by calling 877-384-2575.

Sundays at Six
Summer Concert
Series
Sundays at Six Summer
Concerts Series begins
this Sunday, June 19 at
6:00 PM at Harry Griffen
Park and goes through
July 31 (no concert on
July 3).

Summer Aquatics Schedule
Summer time at the La Mesa Municipal Pool & Spa starts June 20 and the
swimming is easy! Come make a splash during any of the pool’s open hours.
More information and aquatic program schedules can be found at
cityoflamesa.us/swim.

Summer
Camps and
Classes
The City of La Mesa
offers a variety of
summer day caps
and
recreation
programs for all
ages. Registration is
open
online
at

www.cityoflamesa.us/register.

Traffic Advisory
Gateside Road Closed
As we work to improve our roadways and
enhance the commuting experience for
our residents, we have an update on a
temporary road closure.
Westbound Gateside Road from Spring
Street to Gateside Way is now closed
for two months for construction of
improvements. Please plan your route
accordingly and follow posted detours.
Eastbound Gateside to Spring and
Palm is open to traffic although it may be reduced to one lane at time.
If you have any questions about the detour routes, please do not hesitate to
email our News Desk at news@cityoflamesa.us or call 619.667.1191.
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