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La Mesa Entrepreneurship Accelerator Program
Launches July 1st
In partnership with the East County Economic Development Council (ECEDC)
and Small Business Development Center (SBDC), the City of La Mesa is
launching the La Mesa Entrepreneurship Accelerator Program
(LEAP) beginning July 1, 2022. LEAP is a robust business start-up training
program designed to assist entrepreneurs in starting a brick and mortar
business in the City of La Mesa by distributing up to $20,000 in grant funds to
new restaurant, retail, and other enterprises. LEAP was approved by the La

Mesa City Council and funded by the American Rescue Plan Act with goals to
reduce the commercial property vacancy rate, provide hands-on training to
local entrepreneurs, and encourage entrepreneurship in La Mesa.
The program includes a beneficial training curriculum with concurrent
individual advising sessions from qualified business advisors and an
accountable case management system. Entrepreneurs that complete the
program can apply the grant funding to permit, licensing, and leasing start-up
costs to assist in locating a business in La Mesa. The course curriculum will be
conducted by highly qualified SBDC instructors at City of La Mesa facilities at
convenient hours to accommodate work schedules.
Applications for the first cohort of entrepreneurs will be available on July 1,
2022 on ECEDC’s website. Currently, an applicant interest form is available
on the webpage to receive notifications and updates on the LEAP Program. If
you have questions about the LEAP Program, contact Lyn Dedmon, Assistant
to the City Manager, at (619) 667-1339 or by email at
ldedmon@cityoflamesa.us.
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The La Mesa Village Enhancement
Fund Program
The La Mesa City Council established the La Mesa Village Enhancement Fund
Program to support the business community and enhance the vibrancy of the

Downtown Village by providing funding for non-profit organizations and
businesses to conduct events, promotions, programs, or advertising activities
within the boundaries of Parking District Number One.
A key program requirement is that applications for funding must demonstrate
a community benefit to the businesses in Parking District Number One. The
program is funded from 50% of annual net parking revenues for each funding
cycle of the program. For more information about the program, please visit the
City's website.
The application period for the current Fiscal Year 2022-2023 begins July 1,
2022 and closes on July 31, 2022. Applications received before or after the
application period will not be accepted. Apply now!

July Business Spotlight:
Time Zone
Time Zone is located at 5500 Grossmont Center Drive, Suite 335 in
Grossmont Center. This is the perfect location to take your watch for repairs,
battery replacement, band sizing and replacing specific components such as
stems, gaskets or crystals.
The owner, Michael Helmi, is a master time piece craftsman and prides
himself on giving his customers excellent service. Michael and his team of
certified watchmakers work on a range of sizes and styles of timepieces, from

antique to modern. Time Zone has a wonderful selection of watches for sale, as
well as many types of clocks.
Stop by Time Zone in Grossmont Center for all your watch repair needs!

La Mesa Rocks Fundraiser Event
August 13, 2022
The La Mesa Park & Recreation Foundation is excited to announce that our
6th annual “La Mesa Rocks” fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday, August 13
at the beautiful Allen Airways Museum at Gillespie Field from 6:00-10:00 PM.
We invite you to join us for an evening of fun with dinner, drinks and
entertainment to raise funds for La Mesa’s parks.
The Foundation’s mission is to fundraise and facilitate diverse projects and
programs to strengthen community and family bonds to improve the quality of
life in La Mesa and its parks. Over the past few years and with the help of
proceeds from the La Mesa Rocks fundraisers, the Foundation has:
Funded multiple new playgrounds in La Mesa’s parks
Funded, built and opened a Community Garden at MacArthur Park
Hosted free events in the parks including:
Earth Day Fairs at MacArthur Park
Sundays at Six Concerts at Harry Griffen Park
Movies in the Parks in various La Mesa parks
Park Appreciation Clean-up days in all La Mesa parks
Art in the Park at the Community Garden
And more

For more information and to purchase tickets, please visit lamesaparks.org.

La Mesa Chamber of Commerce
"Summer Bash" Business Expo 2022
The La Mesa Chamber of Commerce invites you to a fun-filled evening to meet
local businesses and have the opportunity to win FREE door prizes. The
evening will be filled with raffles, great samplings of delicious food from local
restaurants and more!
We have moved our expo to our chamber member hotel, Courtyard by Marriot
San Diego El Cajon in El Cajon. We are excited to be using the 4,500 squarefoot ballroom for our vendors and raffles, the foyer for our registration
activities and the beautiful courtyard to serve our food and offer beverages to
our guests. Purchase tickets here!
Thursday, August 18, 2022
Time: 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Where: Courtyard by Marriott San Diego El Cajon
141 N Magnolia Ave, El Cajon, CA 92020
Tickets: $10
All tickets need to be pre-purchased. NO tickets will be sold at the door.
Please note: This is a 21-years of age or older event.

La Mesa Chamber of Commerce
Business Survey
The La Mesa Chamber of Commerce invites you to share your valuable
feedback and let Council Member Lothian know if these funds would help you
as you continue to recover.
This survey is designed to assist ALL La Mesa businesses. You do NOT have
to be a member of the La Mesa Chamber of Commerce to respond. The
COVID-19 pandemic has impacted every facet of life, including how businesses
operate and prepare for the future. La Mesa businesses are the backbone of the
City’s economic engine. All information will be handled confidentially, and any
results will be aggregated to ensure anonymity.
Note: For purposes of this survey, we will consider the beginning of the
pandemic as approximately March 2020.
ALL QUESTIONS ARE OPTIONAL - ANY responses you submit are helpful
and the questions regarding the potential funding are VERY important to us as
we move forward on assisting businesses with proposed financial assistance of
$5,000 per business in La Mesa.
Take the survey!

San Diego Community Power
Business Listening Workshops
San Diego Community Power (SDCP), the local renewable electricity provider,
is hosting two virtual Business Listening Workshops on Thursday July 21st to
hear from our local businesses and business owners regarding your business
needs and challenges, what discussions you’re having around energy, energy
trends you’re seeing and your evolving energy needs, how climate change is
impacting your business, concerns, around electricity, and the kinds of
customer programs that can help meet your needs. SDCP will be offering two
workshops to ensure we hear from as many local businesses as possible:
Thursday, July 21st
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM
Register today!
Thursday, July 21st
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Register today!
These listening workshops are part of the development of SDCP’s Community
Power Plan which will guide the development of and investment in community
facing programs for the next five years. These listening workshops are
instrumental in the development of the plan.
To learn more about SDCP, please visit SDCommunityPower.org.

SDG&E Summer Energy Savings
Summer heat waves can drive up the temperature – and your business’s
energy use. Now is the perfect time to set your business up for summer energy
savings success. Here are some tips to get started:
Know the details of your SDG&E energy pricing plan. Your
pricing plan impacts your bottom line. As summer temps rise, review
your business’s pricing plan and energy use on MyAccount.sdge.com
to learn when to conserve energy. If your pricing plan includes event
days, prepare to reduce your energy use for on-peak and event-day hours
(4 – 9 p.m.) when an activation is called.
Implement energy-saving strategies. Use motion detectors to
control lighting in frequently unoccupied areas and photocells to turn
lights off automatically when enough daylight is detected. Get more
energy-saving tips at sdge.com/Business-Summer.
Sign up for energy alerts. You can sign up for alerts through
SDG&E’s My Account to receive notifications when an Event Day occurs.
This way you can prepare for any shifts in operations to conserve
energy.
Take advantage of SDG&E’s business programs. Sign up for a
Demand Response (DR) program that provides incentives to businesses
when they can reduce electricity use when the demand is higher.
Does your business need help with its SDG&E bill? You can set
up
a
payment
plan
on sdge.com/help-with-bills. Visit
sdge.com/recovery for more options.

East County Small Business Development Center
July 29, 2022 | 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
The Small Business Development Center (SBDC) wants to empower small
business development and growth. SBDC offers an array of training events.
Don't delay, register today for a free workshop.
This training covers everything you need to know to open and successfully
operate your own retail shop. In this class you'll learn about the following
topics:
Business structures
Business terminology and retail lingo
How to price your products
Types of retail stores
Atmospherics and signage
Setting up an online store
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